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et a inai rosting spot in the Union, most
probably Tutu's. An_ anonymous donor
had given the Colloge ‘substantial funds:
to have the origial Regai mounted
somewhere within  the  Union.  The
Executive Committes of tho Union in the
2001-2002 academic yoar supporied tho
plan and suggested that a spot 'could be
found for him somowhers in Tutu's'.

The ongmal plan was first” mooted in
1998 but Reggle had don something of
a disappearing act unill found recantly.
Over the past year the Union anc
Collage had undetaken a manhunt or
more_appropriately a ‘ion hunt’ to find
the genainic mascot. The original Foggic
had tor a number of yoars guarded the
entrance to the Great Hall but was
retired n 1997 after the sculptor John
Houlston created a replacoment for the
now decrepit mascol. The repiacement
now sits proudly st the end of tho Groat
Hall, a place felt more safe than by the
large front doors of the Mam Buiding.

Reggie was found by Union bosses in
the Rifle Range near the OId Waich
House on the Strand Campus when they
paid a visi 1o check on planned building
worlc_there. The hunt had. taken tho
College_and Union officials on wild
goose chases across the south of
England in following up false loads. 1t
‘would have seemed that Kind members
from the rifle club had rescued the old
mascol to stop him talling furthor o
disrepar. Indecd Roggle was saved ini-
tially from & skip in 1998 alter Collogo
bosses deemed him beyond repar,
though was merely movad 1o the end of
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quad to face the mercy of the wind and
rain. it was duning fhis period that he
went missing presumably taken by
membors of the riflc ciub. This was nol
thefirst time that Raggie had gone miss-
Ing, in fact Reggle's long e has beon -
tored fiom the mdignity of being castrat.
e, flled with rotten frit 1o being burod
in Hampstoad Hoath and thrown n the
Thamos.

Tho last serious raid on Reggie was n
1996 when piucky  swdents  from
Impenal Collego removed him from his
resting point n the entrance hall by pr
tending 1o be renovators. After protract-
ed negotiations and a falled raid on
ImpenialGollege Union, which Ieft
College officials embarrassed and sev-

ral students threatoned wilh palice
action. Raggie finally roturned almost &
vear lator. It was declded the toll on
Fleggie was such thal he was bayond
reparr and a new Rogaio was commis-
sioned. Tho older Reggie was subject to
a less certain twiure unl the alumnus
‘came lorward with tho idea and money
10r Reggie 1o have a finai rasting home,
in the Union.

Htis ikely that due (o the stato of Reggre
nd the lack of oniginal metal lef, only
the uppor torso or hoad will be saved:
the ongimal metal having fallen off loav-
ing only conorete used o fil the ongnal
metal siructuro to dofer would be thioves
and those wishing 1o fil him with rotien
inuit. Whatever the final plans are, Union

bosses promise "Reggie will be caretuly
reapectod and his final resting piace wil
be warthy of his stalus as Collego’s mas-
cot and indeed the most well known
mascot within the Unvorsity of London'
There is n tact moro than Ut the wo
Fleggie’s in oxistence. Queen Elizabeln
in her infancy was crafied a omall ver-
sion-of Rogglo by engnesring students
though whether it still exisis 1 unlikaly.
‘The Quoen Mother remariod in a thank
youlatier how much the future Quoen
lked hor now toy.

‘The College also has a small siver ver-
sion of Roggle. which s brought out at
College graduations and otner smilar
events. Indaed the Union has fts own
Reggte. which 15 dubbed 'Litle Reggie’
and was historically taken (o Union
meetings such as the SRC. 'Litie
Reggio’ was subjected to & mascotry
raid himsoll in 1899 when he was
stolen trom the then VP Sports &
Socteties Jim Tomlinson. He was only
returmed after King's students stole the
beloved Guy's Shieid in the wake of the
Intamous fiood in Boland Housa in
1999. Littie Reggio’is now lacked away
safe 1 tho Union but has the imaignity
of being paiied in the Guy's colours of
biue and goid and until the Union can
et a safe way 16 remove the paint
without damaging him, ho e likely to
stay that way.

Reggie the Lion was historically looked
after and maintained by students in the.
Engneening Department and many
alumn from this deparment st speak
passionately of him now.

Reggie’s Chequered Past

18705-1920s - since the foundation
of the Union. the students of the
College look for a mascot in
response to those at other Calleges;
the LSE had a beaver and UCL had
Phineas, a Native American. The
Gollege firted with a number of mas-
cots with many of them being no
‘more than stuffed toys.

Early 19205 - a lion is spotted in an
shop on the King's Road and gen to
the student body. This is named
‘Reggie’ and painted the College's
colour of red.

1926 - Reggie is stolen in one of the.
first major acts of mascotry by UCL
students. King's students respond by
rauding UCL, recovering Reggio and
stealing UGL's mascot Phineas. A
pitched battio Is finally fought in the
quad on the Strand Campus which is

broken up by not police as UCL
attempt to win back their mascot,

1945 - On VE Day Guys Hospital
Mdical School studenis _steal
Reggie whilst most students aro busy
colebrating the end of the war in
Europo, A'batte for hus returm ensues
under the watchiul eye of Thomas
Guy in the Boland House car park
the following day but to no aval as
Guy's Hospital _students throw
Feggie into the Thames. Roggio 16
thankully later recovered

Early 19805 - The tradition of parad-
ing a female student around th
Alawych on Roggie comes to an end
partly due 1o pofiically correct roa-
sons and also due to his worsening
condition.

1991 - Reggie watches over several

Tundred studonts occupying the
College after major financial cuts aro
announced by the Gollege. Regale
later joins a procossion of 5,000
King's students and sympathisers
marching trom King's College to the

[On dear - Joremy's lost s hoad

Bepartment of EduGation io protost
against Government policy under the
"No cuts atKing's' banner.

1996 - Reggie 15 stolen for tho last
time in a masootry raid by Imperial
College students. He is finally given
back to the College in 1997. In that
timo plans for a new Reggie are
hatched.

1997 - 'New’ Reggie is unveiled and
the older Reggle is retirod to tace an
uncertam future and is in fact briefly
skipped the following year.

1998 - Reggie goes missing after last
being seen by College and Union
officials at the end of the Quzd on the
Strand Campus.

2002 - Reggle 15 found under the
noses of thase looking for him in the
Rifle Range of the College. Plans are
drawn up for his final resting place in
the Union building.




